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A B S T R A C T
Objective/background: Accurate and rapid detection of drug-resistant strains of tuberculosis (TB) is critical for early initiation of treatment and for limiting the transmission of drugresistant TB. Here, we investigated the accuracy of Xpert MTB/RIF for detection of rifampicin (RIF) resistance, and whether this detection predicts the presence of multidrug resistant (MDR) TB in Southwest Ethiopia. Methods: Smear-or culture-positive sputa obtained from TB patients with increased suspicion of drug resistance were included in this study. GenoType MTBDRplus line-probe assays (LPAs) and Xpert MTB/RIF tests were performed on smear-positive sputum specimens and on cultured isolates for smear-negative specimens. We performed routine drugsusceptibility testing using LPA as the reference standard for confirmation of RIF and isoni- 
